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this could not be. We know at least that the mil-
lions of words in use in the world to-day have grown
out of quite a few simple sounds or "root" words.
Every word we use contains a story about some man
or.woman or child of the past or the present. In
this chapter we shall see how some common English
words can tell us stories of the past.

In reading British history we learn how different
peoples have at different times owned the land:
how the Britons were conquered by the English;
how the Danes tried to conquer the English in their
turn, and how great numbers of them settled down
in the Danelaw, in the east of England; how, later
on, the Norman duke and his followers overcame
Harold, and became the rulers of England, and so
on. But suppose we knew nothing at all about
British history, and had to guess what had hap-
pened in the past, we might guess a great deal of
British history from the words used by English
people to-day. For the English language has itself
been growing, and borrowing words from other
languages all through British history. Scholars who
have studied many languages can easily pick out
these borrowed words and say from which language
they were taken.

Of course these scholars know a great deal about
British history; but let us imagine one who does
not. He would notice in the English language some
words (though not many) which must have come
from the language which the Britons spoke. He